


• How	many	times	have	you	heard	that	using	your	air	conditioning	
results	in	increased	fuel	usage?	
• If	you	have	ever	wondered	if	this	is	true	or	how	it	happens,	you’re	
not	alone.	
• Questions	regarding	the	use	of	A/C	and	its	impact	on	fuel	
consumption	ranks	among	top	customer	concerns.		
• In	today’s	tip,	we	discuss	how	A/C	use	affects	fuel	mileage.



• What	do	I	need	to	know	about	AC	and	fuel	efficiency	?		
• It’s	common	knowledge	that	using	your	A/C	leads	to	a	decrease	in	fuel	
efficiency.	However,	this	isn’t	always	the	case.	Let’s	discuss	why.	

• To	begin,	keep	in	mind	that	as	you	drive,	the	vehicle	must	overcome	
resistance	to	wind.	

• The	faster	you	drive	the	higher	the	wind	resistance	to	overcome.
• This	means	more	fuel	must	be	burnt	to	overcome	the	wind	resistance.
• When	driving	on	the	highway with	the	windows	up	,	the	air	moves	over	
the	vehicle	more	easily,	reducing	the	amount	of	resistance	the	vehicle	
must	work	against.	

• It	is	more	economical	to	turn	your	A/C	on	in	this	case.	you’re	A/C	won’t	
use	as	much	fuel	as	is	needed	to	overcome	air	resistance.

• If	you	were	to	roll	down	your	windows,	more	work	would	be	needed	to	
overcome	the	wind	resistance	than	the	A/C	would	use.	This	usually	
happens	at	a	speed	of	45	mph	(70	km/hr).



• What	do	I	need	to	know	about	AC	and	fuel	efficiency	
?...continued
• When	driving	in	the	city,	the	wind	resistance	is	low	because	vehicle	
speed	is	low.	Therefore,	when	driving	in	the	city	it’s	more	economical	to	
lower	your	windows	and	turn	off	the	A/C.

• The	A/C	would	use	more	fuel	than	is	needed	to	overcome	the	low	
resistance	wind.

• Driving	with	the	A/C	off	and	windows	down is	the	most	fuel	efficient	way	
to	operate	your	automobile	in	this	case.	This	is	recommended	below	
45mph	(70	km/hr).

• In	summary;
• When	driving	on	the	highway,	roll	your	windows	up	and	turn	on	your	A/C	
to	save	fuel.

• When	driving	in	the	city,	roll	your	windows	down	and	turn	off	the	A/C	to	
save	fuel.	



• Click	the	links	below	to	visit/contact	us	to	learn	more	about	us	
and	how	we	might	be	able	to	assist	you.

• t:	+1-517-962-0616

• e:	autoshackghana@autoshackghana.com

• w:		www.autoshackghana.com

• mw:	m.autoshackghana.com

• A	majority	of	the	tip	topics	are	suggested	by	others	based	on	
their	experiences.	
• Consider	helping	others	to	benefit	from	your	experiences	by	
suggesting	a	topic	for	our	tip	bank	based	on	your	car	troubles,	
experiences	or	observations.	


